7o       TWENTY-ONE  DAYS IN  INDIA
terms of Oriental vituperation the new sort of civilian who moves about with the Penal Code under his arm and measures his authority by statute, clause, and section.
In England the Collector is to be found riding at anchor In the Bandicoot Club. He makes two or three hurried cruises to his native village, where he finds himself half forgotten. This sours him. The climate seems worse than of old, the means of locomotion at his disposal are inconvenient and expensive ; he yearns for the sunshine and elephants of Gharibpur, and returns an older and a quieter man. The afternoon of life is throwing longer shadows, the Acheron of promotion is gaping before him ; he falls into a Commissionership; still deeper into an officiating seat on the Board of Revenue. Facilis est descensusy etc. Nothing will save him now; transmigration has set In; the gates of Simla fly open ; it is all over. Let us pray that his halo may fit him.
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